
Edition 9  ï8 February  20 10  

 

 

 

 

 
 

In This Edition:  

 CEO New Year Message 

 Chairmanôs New Year Message 

 Battle Cries (messages directly from, or directly affecting, those in 

the trenches).  

 10 Chair Public Dental Clinic Update for Wodonga Campus 

 New First Class Accommodation Facility Announced for Albury 

Campus 

 Wodonga Campus Ronald McDonald House Update 

 CEO Word of the Week  ï ñObsequiousnessò (A word for all 

upwardly mobile executives and managers) 

 Just a Few More Volunteers for the AWH Common Uniform 

Project Please 

 At Last, Your Plan for AWH for the Next Five Years 



Edition 9 ï8 February 2010  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello All, 

 
What a great start to 2010.  On 8 January we submitted a very significant 
proposal to the Commonwealth Government for the development of an 
Integrated Cancer Centre on the Albury Campus ï that would combine all the 
Cancer Services of the private and public sectors of Albury Wodonga. 
 
If nothing else, this proposal has shown that if we let our minds run, all 
manner of new ideas and approaches are possible ï watch this space.   
 
We took another step in the direction of a ñsingle organisation on two sitesò in 
January with the finalisation of the Senior Executive Team.  The appointment 
of Catherine OôConnell as Director of Clinical Operations and Leigh McJames 
as Director of Clinical Support, joining Glenn Davies as Director of Medical 
Services, and Martin Clifford as Chief Financial Officer gives us a great team 
focusing on ñwhole of organisationò problem solving. 
 
Another excellent appointment is that of Zane Healy who started as Director of 
Nursing at the Albury Hospital on 1 February.  Zane is well known in Albury 
Wodonga so we expect great things of her.   
 
The Strategic Planning process continues and we are now in the final stages 
and will need one final consultation ï your input so far has been invaluable ï 
donôt slacken now. 
 
In January we had our first meeting of the Community Advisory Committee.  
This Committee includes Bev Hoffmann, Liz Hare, Frank Kelly, Joan Simms, 
John Pitman, Martin Butcher, Robyn Raine, Angela Collins and Eric Turner, 
and represents a diverse range of people from our Albury Wodonga 
community. 
 
We consulted them on the Strategic Plan this week ï and as expected they 
have had great input.  We have their support.   
 
I am often asked ï when will we feel one organisation?  There is no simple 
answer ï some do now ï others will take time.  But we are about to start one 
of the symbolic steps towards oneness ï a common approach to uniforms ï I 
will be wearing the logo ï the first time in my professional career.   
 

Message from the Chief 

Executive Officer 
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I look forward to meeting many more of you this year ï please say ñHiò if you 
see me walking around ï we have a great team! 

 

 

 
Dr Stuart Spring 
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Dear Team, 
  

Happy New Year  
I sincerely hope that everyone had a chance to wind down over 
Christmas; and enjoyed that special company of friends and family with 
whom to celebrate the coming of the New Year. 
 

There is absolutely no doubt, whatsoever, that the coming year promises 
to be interesting, challenging and demanding; with the finalisation of the 
Inter Governmental Agreement between the Governments of NSW and 
Victoria, ascertaining the cost recovery for Albury and settling the 
service agreements and related issues. 
 

Not forgetting bringing to conclusion the Strategic Plan; facilitating the 
arduous task of unifying a forward looking IT system capable of tackling 
the demands of an integrated health system. 
 

There will continue to be exciting and demanding proposals coming up; 
such as the recent cancer proposal, requiring an extraordinary input 
from a number of us in our health service.    
 

All this whilst supplying the excellent, reliable and appropriate health 
services that the two Campuses are so widely recognised in 
accomplishing. 
 

 

 

 

 

Message from the Chairman of 

the AWH Board  
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Notwithstanding the challenges facing us all, I know that you are looking 
forward to a stimulating and gratifying year delivering the excellent 
health services you have so richly become synonymous with. 
 

Thank you for your input; and may I wish you all the best for 2010. 
 

Cheers 
 

Ulf  
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Battle Cries 
(messages directly 

from, or directly affecting, those in the 

trenches): 
 
 

Introducing Dr Anna OôCallaghan: 
 

 
 
 
From Albury Campus Speech Pathology Department:  
After several years of dedication and hard work, warm congratulations are 
offered to Anna OôCallaghan who was advised last week that she has passed 
her PhD!  Anna, or Dr. OôCallaghan as we will now be calling her, is one of the 
Senior Speech Pathologists with the Albury Campus.  
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Her thesis, entitled ñAn investigation of the continuum of care as experienced 
by people with traumatic brain injuries and their families in Victoriaò aimed to 
investigate the experiences of rural people following traumatic brain injury; 
specifically, to identify whether rural people experience a continuum of care 
inline with best practice guidelines. In addition, this study aimed to look at 
perceived variations in access to care according to health care funding. Some 
of the key findings of Annaôs research was that in general, people with TBI 
were satisfied with the services they received, but that many rural residents 
were not aware of many of the services they could access; access to Allied 
Health Services was generally not comparable to levels suggested by best 
practice guidelines; and there is room for improvement in access to 
community based rehabilitation services. 
  
We are sure Annaôs scholarly efforts will bring her many opportunities and we 
wish her all the best with these. For now though, Anna is looking forward to 
some well earned holidays and time to read fictional novels rather than journal 
articles!  Well done Anna. 
  

Super Saviour Simon Saves our Sanity 
 

 
 


